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RECOVERIES OF BLACK SKIMMERS BANDED
ON LITTLE EGG ISLAND, GEORGIA

Hergerr W. KaLg, 11

During the years 1958 through 1963 numerous nestling Black Skim-
mers (Rynchops nigra) were banded on Little Egg Island, a sandbar lo-
cated in the mouth of Altamaha Sound, McIntosh County, Georgia, by
John M. Teal (in 1958 only) and the author with assistance of personnel
from the University of (Georgia Marine Institute on Sapelo Island. A de-
tailed description of Little Egg Island was made by Kale, Sciple and Tom-
kins (1965. The Royal Tern Colony of Little Egg Island, Georgia. Bird-
Banding 36:21-27). Trips to the island were usually made in June, July
and August of each year except in 1960 when no visit was made in August.
Extremely high tides in May, June and July of 1960 destroyed the majority
of the eggs and only two nestlings were banded that year. Numerous nests
with fresh eggs were present on July 17, however, and since the spring tides
in August were of normal height most of those nests probably fledged young
by the end of the summer.

T'able 1. Number of Black Skimmers Banded on Little Egg Island and
number of band recoveries.

YEAR NUMBER BANDED RECOVERIES
1958 140% (Teal) 3
100 (Kale)

1959 137 1
1960 2 0
1961 75 0
1962 129 1
1963 243 ‘4

Totals 826 9

*An appropriate number
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Figure 1. Map of south Georgia and Florida peninsula showing band-

ing site (Little Egg Island) and recovery sites (encircled numbers
correspond to numbers in text).
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No attempts were ever made to capture adult birds on Little Egg Is-
land, although Teal did capture several adult skimmers early in 1958 in
mist nets on Sapelo Island beach, approximately eight miles north of the
nesting colony.

The number of skimmers banded each year and the number of re-
coveries of each year class are presented in Table 1. Figure 1 shows the
location of Little Egg Island and each recovery. Recoveries have been desig-
nated by a number on the map to correspond with their discussion in the
text.

RECOVERIES

The approximate distance (air miles) from Little Egg Island of each
recovery appears in parentheses.

1. Banded on 24 July 1958, found dead on the shore of the Indian
River, five miles south of Vero Beach, Florida, on 26 December 1960 (225
miles).

2. Banded on 13 August 1958 (by Teal), found dead at Flagler
Beach, Florida, on 15 April 1959 (85 miles).

3. Banded 24 July 1958, found dead at New Smyrna Beach, Florida,
on 8 February 1963 (120 miles).

4. Banded 28 June 1959, found dead in street at Brunswick, Georgia,
on 25 August 1959 (15 miles).

5. Banded 5 August 1962, found dead at Fernandina Beach, Florida,
on 17 December 1962 (45 miles).

6. Banded 22 July 1963, found entangled in fishing gear in Sarasota
Bay, Florida, on 1 November 1963 (285 miles). It is presumed that this
bird was found dead.

7. Banded 22 July 1963, found dead (band with skeleton only) at
North Pompano Beach, Florida, in late February, 1964 (320 miles).

8. Banded 10 August 1963, found dead on highway at Daytona, Flori-
da, on 12 September 1963 (105 miles).

9. Banded 10 August 1963, found exhausted at Yulee, Florida, on 25
September 1963 (50 miles). It is presumed that this bird died subsequent
to capture.
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DISCUSSION

The nine Black Skimmer recoveries reported here represent a recovery
rate of 1.1%. I am inclined to feel that this is a rather good band recovery
rate for this particular species, although I have not made an exhaustive litera-
ture search for comparable records. It is interesting to note that all of the
recoveries to date have occurred to the south of Little Egg Island. The
Black Skimmer is considered to be a permanent resident along the Georgia
coast ; apparently, however, there is a considerable southward movement by
the young, and possibly by adults, after leaving the nesting colony. T'wo of
the recoveries, one at Vero Beach and one at New Smyrna Beach, were
adult birds, two and five years of age, respectively. In addition, all of the
Florida recoveries occurred during the non-breeding season.

T'he greatest tlight distance — 32() miles — appears to have been made
by the skimmer recovered at Pompano Beach, although the bird recovered
in Sarasota Bay may have reached that area by a longer flight: the Atlantic
coast — Florida Bay — Gulf coast route. Skimmers have been sighted in-
land in Florida in the Orlando area, Kissimmee River Valley, and Lake
Okeechobee (Sprunt, 1954. Florida Bird Life, p. 226) ; thus, this skimmer
could have flown via the overland route.
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SUMMARY OF THE 1966 GEORGIA
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS

C. WirLiam Dorsox, Jr.

Eleven counts were conducted in Georgia this vear, with a total of 182
species being recorded in the state. The counts were as follows: Athens,
Dec. 21, 12 observers, Richard Peake, compiler; Atlanta, Dec. 26, 21 ob-
servers, Louis Fink, compiler; Augusta, Dec. 26, 13 observers, J. Fred Den-
ton, compiler; Barnesville, Jan. 2, 6 observers, Tom Collum, compiler;
Columbus, Dec. 26, 14 observers, 1. A. Wells, compiler; Dalton, Dec. 26,
19 observers, Anne Hamilton, compiler; Milledgeville, Dec. 31, 3 obser-
vers, Katherine Weaver, compiler; Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge,
Jan. 2, 13 observers, Leonard Walker, compiler; Pine Mt., Jan. 1, 10 ob-
servers, Fred Galle, compiler ; Rome, Dec. 30, 12 observers, George Dorsey,
compiler; Sapelo Island, Dec. 31, 12 observers, William Dopson, compiler.

Although the information in this summary was taken from Audubon
Field Notes, Vol. 21, No. 2, the numbers of birds for each species having
one hundred thousand or more were rounded to the nearest one thousand.
Where the numbers are rounded off the Roman Numeral M was used to
represent one thousand. This was done to make it possible for these large
numbers to be printed in the Oriole in the chart form. 708 Graham Street,
McRae, Georgia.
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GENERAL NOTES

A LATE DATE FOR THE BLUE GROSBEAK IN GEORGIA —
On 21 October 1966, a male Blue Grosbeak, Guiraca caerulea, was seen
several times in the vicinity of Athens, Clarke Co., Georgia. He spent most
of the day foraging in the tangled edge of an old field located in the flood
plain to the west of the Oconee River, just east of the fire tower, and almost
two miles south south-east of the University of Georgia campus. Mist-net-
ting operations were underway at this time with nets set in a feral stand of
high-bush blueberry along the west edge of this field. At 0845 on 22 Octo-
ber, an adult male grosbeak was captured. He weighed 17.7g and had a
high level of subcutaneous fat. Measurements were as follows: wing (flat-
tened and straightened), 71mm; tarsus, 20mm; and tail 53mm. This bird
was banded and released. He was not seen again although banding was con-
tinued in this area through 29 October.

Burleigh. (1958. Georgia Birds. University of Oklahoma Press, Nor-
man, Okla.) gives the latest date of observation of this species in Athens as
7 October and the latest date in Georgia as 20 October (Macon). There-
fore, the date 22 October apparently constitutes a late date for the Blue
Grosbeak in Athens and in the State of Georgia. —Carl W. Helms, De-
partment of Zoology, Uinversity of Georgia, Athens, Georgia 30601.

WHISTLING SWAN IN ATLANTA METROPOLITAN AREA
— On Thanksgiving morning, November 24, 1966, Vaughn Morrison and
I were surprised to sec a lone Whistling Swan (Olor columbianus) on a
small lake adjacent to Panthersville Road just south of the old U. S. Honor
Farm at Atlanta, Ga. The light gray-brown plumage and pink bill with
dark tip identified it as an immature bird.

My wife Peg and 1 saw the swan again on the 25th and 26th. Using
bushes at the edge of the lake as a cover, we were able to approach within
15 feet of the swan before it noticed us and began swimming toward the
center of the lake. It was not as wary as might be expected. We phoned
several Atlanta Bird Club members and subsequent reports from those who
saw the swan indicated it departed about a week after the initial sighting.

Burleigh (1958. Georgia Birds. U. of Okla. Press, Norman, Okla.)
states that this species, even if searched for, will rarely be seen in Georgia.
He refers to two seen on Pine Lake, ten miles southeast of Atlanta on Febru-
ary 25, 1945. T'wo of these swans also appeared at the Monastery at Con-
vers, Ga. on December 19, 1962, and were trapped and pinioned. One left
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May 3, 1963, and the other left later in the year. This latest sighting is the
first reported for the immediate Atlanta area. C. M. Einhorn, 1340 Holly
Lane, N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 30329,

GLOSSY 1IBIS AND BLACK-NECKED STILT ON CUMBER-
LAND ISLAND, GA. — On the morning of April 15, 1967, while fish-
ing on Whitney Lake, a fresh water pond on Cumberland Island, Georgia,
my wife and I saw several Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus). There was
one group of five birds and several times we saw one to three birds flying
across the pond.

On the morning of April 16, 1967, while fishing alone on Whitney
Lake, 1 again saw the Glossy Ibis. Again on the morning of May 7, the
Glossy Ibis were present at Whitney Lake. According to some of those who
live on Cumberland Island, the Glossy Ibis arrive on Cumberland the first
part of April every year and remain until fall.

Burleigh (1958. Georgia Birds, U. of Oklahoma Press, Norman,
Okla.) lists the Glossy Ibis as a rare transient on the coast with the first
recorded specimen collected in 1953 at Savannah.

About 7:30 a.m. on April 16, 1 noticed two birds, which appeared to
have extremely long legs, circling the pond. At one point, they were directly
over me and 1 could definitely identify them as the Black-Necked Stilt
(Himantopus mexicanus). After about five minutes they flew off to the
south.

Burleigh (1958. Op. cit.) states that the Black-Necked Stilt is now
apparently of accidental occurrence on the coast. He reports that there
are no sight records between 1911 and 1950, at which time a specimen was
collected at Savannah. Ed. Note: Ivan R. Tomkins collected another speci-
men on June 3, 1961, on McQueen's Island, Chatham Co. (From the Field.
The Oriole, XXVI (3) 46, Sept., 1961). A. W. Jones, Jr., Sea Island,
Georgia 31561.

CHUCK-WILL'S-WIDOW HAWKING AT BATS — At dusk on
June 29, 1967, I set up nets to catch bats at a house in the small village ot
St. Clair in northern Burke County, Georgia. ‘The bats (Nycticeus humera-
Jis) began emerging in small groups from a crack just below the peak of
the roof about 8:35 p.m. As they emerged a Chuck-will's-widow (Capri-
mulgus carolinensis) swooped down from above the house passing through
a group of bats and off to light in a soy bean field about 50 yards away.
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In the dim light and because the net partially obstructed my view it was
impossible to tell whether the chuck actually caught a bat, but there seems
little doubt that it was diving at them. Whether the chuck mistook the
bats for large moths or birds, or whether it sometimes includes bats in its
diet can only be surmized. Bent’s Life Histories of North American Cuc-
koos, Goatsuckers, Hummingbirds and Allies, 1940, states that small birds,
including hummingbirds, swallows, warblers and sparrows, have frequently
been found in the stomachs of Chuck-will's-widows. However, there is no
mention of bats being taken by this species. — J. Fred Denton, 529 Hender-
son Drive, Augusta, Georgia 30904.
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